
 
 

 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival Offers Something for Everyone, 
September 12-14 
  
(Toronto, ON, September 10, 2014) – From the whirlwind of talent on stage at Jane Street, to a touching 
tribute to freedom and  human rights at Glendonwynne Rd., the 18th annual Bloor West Village Toronto 
Ukrainian Festival will offer something for everyone from September 12-14, 2014. Located on Toronto’s 
Bloor St. West, the outdoor Festival covers eight city blocks, making it one of the world’s largest 
Ukrainian street festivals.  
 
Two powerhouses of music and dance will headline on the Northland Power Festival Stage, thanks to a 
generous grant from Celebrate Ontario.  TIK, one of Ukraine’s top bands, will appear in a performance 
that kicks off at 9 p.m. on Saturday. Edmonton’s internationally renowned Shumka Ukrainian Dancers, 
Canada’s only professional Ukrainian dance company, will give highly-anticipated performances on 
Friday,  Saturday and Sunday.  
 
Some of North America’s most popular performers, including the Zvook band of Montréal, the Hrim 
band of New York, new-age/gypsy violinist Vasyl Popadiuk of Ottawa and the Gerdan Ensemble of 
Philadelphia, will also appear, courtesy of Celebrate Ontario.  These performers will join hundreds of 
professional and amateur GTA performers and artists who celebrate Ukrainian culture through music, 
dance and visual arts.  
 
Historic and modern culture will be in the spotlight as the Festival showcases the Central Dnipro Region 
of Ukraine, which includes the capitol city, Kyiv. 
 
As an emotional and provocative tribute to those who stood and continue to stand for freedom and 
democracy in Ukraine, the Festival has partnered with the Ukrainian Canadian Congress -Toronto 
Branch and the Euromaidan Committee -Toronto to create “A Journey through Maidan,” a 
recreation of the streetscape of the Maidan (Independence Square) in Kyiv. This interactive exhibit 
will feature a “yolka” – the Christmas-tree-shaped metal structure that became one of the media 
symbols of the Euromaidan movement – and Festival-goers will experience a medical aid tent, a 
kitchen tent, a story-telling area, the “Free University of Maidan,” a wall-of-poppies memorial to the 
“Nebesna Sotnia  (Heavenly Hundred)” heroes, the famous blue and yellow piano, a discussion/ 
lecture area, and an area where children can write letters and draw pictures that will be posted on 
site. Photos of actual Maidan activity will be displayed throughout, while an outdoor monitor will 
screen  short films of the recent civil protest made by the cinema collective Babylon ’13, whose 
filmmakers will be in attendance.     
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The Ukrainian Museum of Canada-Ontario Branch will once again create and host the Ukraine Pavilion, 
exhibiting antique costumes, handcrafts,  kylymy (carpets) and other treasures from the Central Dnipro 
Region.  This year, the Ukraine Pavilion can be found on the second floor of the BAKA Gallery & Café in 
the heart of the Festival grounds.    
 
Regular updates and announcements will be live-tweeted throughout the Festival and can be 
followed @TorUkrFestival  #TorontoUkrainianFestival  #WhatsOnTUF.  
 
The Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival is a free, three-day family-focused event that 
attracts some 600,000 visitors of widely diverse cultures from Canada, the US and abroad. 
Highlights include the crowd-pleasing parade, two stages featuring international and local 
performers, delicious food, an outdoor beverage garden, cultural displays, a sidewalk sale by local 
BIA merchants, a children’s midway, the interactive “teach me to dance” area, a film festival, two 
art exhibits, a wide variety of vendors, street dances, after-parties and more.  
 
As always, the Festival will offer the best in Ukrainian food, beverages, music and dance. Vendors will 
feature crafts, epicurean delights and fine collectibles. Visitors can explore the sidewalk sales offered by 
the businesses of the Bloor West Village BIA and enjoy the parade, the cultural pavilions, the film 
festival, the children’s midway, two art exhibits and the educational activities for young and old. With 
rich history and culture on display, there’s much to discover about being Ukrainian.  
 
Making this ambitious Festival possible are many loyal sponsors, including KONTAKT Ukrainian TV; 
Canadian Heritage; Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport; Northland Power; AV-Canada; 
Ukrainian Credit Union Limited; OMNI; Caravan Logistics; Shevchenko Foundation; Cardinal Funeral 
Homes; Horodynsky Farms; The Daniels Corporation; Scotiabank; CUPE Local 79; Pizza Pizza; Toronto 
Star; Supreme Pierogies; Classical 96.3 FM; AM 740; Rodan Energy Solutions; Dock Edge; Petro Jacyk 
Educational Foundation; G. Huculak, Friend of TIK; Ontario Yours to Discover; Turner & Porter Funeral 
Directors; Baka Gallery Café; Cholkan + Stepczuk LLP, Chartered Accountants; Quality Suites; Ukrainian 
National Federation Toronto and West Toronto Branches; Topper Linen and Uniform Service; Bohdan L. 
Pahuta, Chartered Professional Accountant; Bloom Restaurant; Hrycyna Pothemont, Barristers and 
Solicitors; The New Pathway Ukrainian Weekly; Meest Ukrainian Weekly; Old Mill Toronto and TABIA.  
The Festival is especially grateful for the support of the Bloor West Village BIA. 
 
Catch the Ukrainian Spirit from September 12-14 at the Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian 
Festival.  
 
For more about the Festival, please visit www.ukrainianfestival.com.    
Facebook: torontoukrainianfestival 
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Contact:       
Sonia Holiad, Executive Director     
sholiad@rogers.com       
Tel: 416-767-5917  
 
Named one of the “Top 100 Festivals or Events in Ontario” (2013 & 2014) by Festivals & Events Ontario 
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